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Aries- One of your friend- 
ships or perhaps a romantic 
relationship is in danger of 
dissolving this week if you 


etter. tions up front. more than a scrapbook. 


Leo- Take earnest appraisal 
of your projects. You may 
need to weed the garden for 
don't take others’ needs se- _ the flowers to grow. Try go- 


riously. It may seem like a ; 

chore at times but oustand ing to bed at a decent hour 
to loose a lot. Friendship and using the morning. The 
takes work and compromise. sun rises later earlier. 


Sagittarius- Take a moment 
to appreciate the art that 
your friends are creating. You 
know amazing people, and it 
would be foolish not to enjoy 
what they're creating. They 
could use the praise. 


BILL BEND'EMS 


WIGBLY AND, AT 
TIMES JIGGLY 


Taurus- An opportunity to Virgo- The streets are quiet 
step up and grab the reins and full of sunlight. Some- 
at work should be taken se- _ times, spending ‘time in a 
riously this week. It’s a good Be you visit every day can 
time to make yourself useful e ’ 


Capricorn- Pay attention to 
timing. You run the risk of a 
Three’s Company fype she- 
nanigan later in the week 
if you don’t keep your wits 
about you. Accept an invita- 
tion to a social gathering this 
weekend and let yourself go. 
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OU el like vacation. Don’t break 
as some downsizing may be our back tryin 
on the horizon. Things al- town this week. You'll have 
\ ways slow down in summer. fun no matter what. 
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H\GH FIVES 
AND TANLINES 


Believe in David Otter. He is a good 
captain and he will take this ship away 
from the Charybdis of my narcissistic 
musings. He gave me a magic sword for 
my quest and | hold it with white knuck- 
les. My body in the mirror is a sad, thin 
blanket of lies draped on an armature of 
habits and parasitic notions of love, but 
at least | have a sword. | know inside me 
somewhere is a spark of invincible sum- 
mer. It's inside of you too. So I’m walk- 
ing barefoot into the snow, beyond the 
town perimeter, where the trees are 
thick and old and falling snow swal- 
lows every sound. I’m going where it's 
timeless, a woolen cloak knotted at my 
delicate clavicle. And there, in the midst 
of endless winter, I'll find that invincible 
summer Camus told us about. I'll come 
back when I’m stronger. With a name 
that is my own. | love you. More than you 
know and less than | think. 


Best, 
Lyra Foxx 


ps- Direct future advice questions to 
Leon Wolffe (LeonWolffe@gmail.com). 
He went to college or something and 
has slept with like, a hundred people or 
so, so I’m sure he'll nail it. 


pps- And now I'd like to give y’all a cou- 
ple of great ideas that | didn’t get around 
to doing because I’m lazy. They’re yours. 
Make them awesome. 


Bob Chillin’: a Bob Dylan type musical 
project, preferably a single person but 
you could Band it if you want, where 
the music is sparse, sad and soulful, but 
the lyrical content deals with the lame 
problems that we as a generation tend 


hard, It’s a haaaaaaaaard, time to poach 
a WiFi.” It’s where a poor grad student is 
trying to get to Wikipedia to finish a dis- 
sertation but everyone has their connec- 
tions locked. “I guess I'll just walk down 
to that ol’ coffee shop. And tip that cute 
barista while | look down her top.’ Or 
the entire song catalogue could be Nice 
Guy OK Cupid profiles. All of your lyrics 
are already online, ripe for the “finger 
picking.” Just narrow your search to the 
words “political, Vonnegut , and pleasure.” 


Literary Monster Manual: a pseudo 
text book type thing where each page 
is devoted to a literary or philosophi- 
cal figure rendered in the stylings of a 
D&D Monster Manual, complete with 
hit points, special moves, and a creative 
artistic rendering. If you're an instruc- 
tor, you could even set up a final that’s 
a game of D&D where undergrads hafta 
know everything about the monsters to 
beat them, find their weaknesses, and 
move to the next room of the dungeon. 
Like, if you’re a shapeshifter and you're 
fighting Dostoevsky, just morph into an 
executioner and fire a blank at him and 
he'll spend the next 30 years hunched 
over a table writing books about it so 
you can walk right by. Or if you're a gal, 
just make kissy faces at Kjerkegaard and 
he'll faint. Or if you find yourself squar- 
ing off against de Beauvoir, and you're a 
guy, just write an inferior, trivialized ac- 
count of a serious, mutual experience 
that she is also writing about and bury 
her under all the money and fame you 
make because penis. When she coun- 
ters with a better book, just call her “The 
Beaver” and laugh. Your superiors will be 
impressed that you were able to engage 
the undergrads. 


PEACE OUT, BROSEPH! 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


my 


- Ghagapion of th 
Dear Lyra, 


| read on Facebook that this is your last is- 
sue with the Secret Admirer! Say it ain't so! 
What are you doing? 


-you're #3 fan 
Hey there #3, 


| am leaving the Admirer as a regular 
contributor, but | may poke my head in 
now and then to make sure David and 
Leon don't fuck it up too much with their 
myths and optimism. 


The reality is that | sleep on cardboard 
and | eat trash. | pour poison into my 
liver from when | wake to when I’m not 
awake anymore because it makes me feel 
young. Hangovers remind me of stay- 
ing home sick as a child—my mother's 
fingers tracing the contours of my face 
while she hums, feverish sweat angels 
on clean sheets draped on the couch, 
watching Nicktoons and vanishing com- 
pletely while open windows breathe cur- 
tains—wind coming in to check on me. 
Now | am my own mother. Vomit runs 
her fingers along the contours of my face, 
| make nightsweat angels on whatever 
bed or sidewalk will take me in its mouth, 
| hum the tune to Rocko's Modern Life— 
the good one from season one, not the 
B-52s version, while strangers fuck me 
until they stop fucking me. The curtains 
are mildewed and limp, but if | squint my 
nose, they still smell like spring breeze. | 
vanish completely as often as | can. 


I'm no good for you. | am the part of this 
project that is steeped in the tea leaves 
of boundless sorrow and cynical desper- 
ation. Our first whisky garlic kiss is a sad 
memory before it happens. Preemptive 
nostalgia. So I’m leaving you. Because I’m 
sick and you can't save me, even though | 
thought you could. 


| left the homophone error in your byline 
on purpose because you're not perfect 
either. Maybe that’s the part of you that 
likes me—the part that sees how fucked 
up lam and respects the art | make. 


I'm standing up and looking at a full 
length mirror. | teeter imperceptibly from 
foot to foot, shifting my dwindling weight 
from bunion to bunion. My Lyra self rises 
along withered stalks of legs, crisscrossed 
with bruises and divots from hundreds 
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of bike wrecks, flowing up from cracked 
leather boots, past knobby Ramona Qui- 
mby knees to vanish behind a faded skirt, 
crawling up through unwashed _ bike 
shorts and past a yeasty swamp, swelling 
into hips that will never know child. My 
skin jumps back into view in a pale hairy 
stripe between a dry rotted waistband 
cinched to a greasy fanny pack contain- 
ing 2 Septa tokens, expired latex-free 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


€LEC-876 (297) 
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condoms, and a can of mace that | don’t 
know how to use, and the faded punk 
band shirt I’m pretending to wear. It flows 
up the white water tumult of my dead- 
ened organs death rattling, xylophones 
across the alps of my ribs, eddying only 
for a moment on my tootsie roll nipples 
pressed braless and chafing on the thick 
screen print ink of my once black shirt. 
It pokes out my sleeves past a minefield 
of innocuous needle scars, down my 
ruinous train track sad girl scar ams to 
hands too tired to make fists, barely able 
to hold a pen, shaking, chiming against 
rings given me by dead friends and peo- 
ple who used to love me, and drips like 
blood made of light from my dirty finger- 
nails. My fibers rise from a cotton collar, 
cut to show cleavage in more optimistic 
moments, dancing like a song along my 
delicate clavicle, my most beautiful fea- 
ture, corkscrewing up my neck, itchy with 
hair from the severed blondy red brown 
ponytail that lies like a dead pet on neon 


Think you can't afford it? Check us out - affordable 
sliding scale Reiki classes and services! 


white tiles by my pigeon toed feet, past | A/ levels By donation 
a nose whose mucilaginous membranes of Reiki support groups 
are eroded and always leaky from nights | -/osses now ane 
when | couldn't say no. My eyes are still | enroiingl a 5 fae 
beautiful, green and brown and flecked Partial > © Sliding 
with gold, bloodshot but sharp. My thick |.) 3)» @ Oo / 

5 scholarships < scale 
caterpillar eyebrows Frida Kahlo to the RUPE Ts o. : rae eae 
bridge of my nose; a whitehead pokes Ne ; 


mp. QE 
its newborn head up and breathes in the unity 


brand new world. My ears ring beneath 
a nebula of healed piercings. In dreams 
| am deaf. Sound is the only sense that 
conveys time. Sight is a string of mo- 
ments, feel is an anticipation of progres- 
sion and pleasure, taste and smell are 
garbage senses, and sound is the only 
way to convey time. My dreams are time- 
less. My ears disappear into uneven hair. 
Inside a fragile egg of skull is a brain that 
decided to write this response and to say 
smell ya later, dear friends. Where | am 
going, you can't follow, so I’ve given you 
this photo made of words, because that’s 
all I've ever been anyway. It’s been a de- 
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TROPHY @ BIKES 


712 N. 2nd St. Philadelphia, PA 19123 


light to write for you. 


CONTINUED ON BACK 


215.592.1234 www.trophybikes.com 
-open everyday - 


WTF Pit's ¢ Wacky é Facts! 
e $ Most antibiotics 
are made of bacteria. $ Bacteria 
can catch certain viruses. $ Viruses 
can catch smaller viruses. $ Pray- 
ing mantises have a single ear and 
it is located between their legs. $ 
The Japanese word for hand bag 


sounds like handubaggu. $ On av- 
erage, considering all recorded 
wars, wars kill more civilians than 
soldiers. It is statistically safer to be 
in the army during a war. $ More 
than half of all species currently 
alive and represented on Earth live 
in rainforest canopies. $ More than 


Get your Philadelphia 
Secret Admirer tanktops 
and/or hoodies! 


99% of all species that have ever 
existed are now extinct. $ The hu- 
man brain is more complicated and 
contains more distinct factors than 
an exploding star. $ More than 1 in 
5 Americans believes that the world 
will end in their lifetime. $ Kids Wish 
Network (not to be mistaken with 
Make a Wish, which is awesome), a 
charity that claims to raise money 
to grant wishes for terminally ill chil- 
dren, was discovered to be forward- 
ing less than 3 cents of every dollar 
raised to their purported cause. This 
is well documented and they con- 
tinue to raise millions every year. $ 


Cool fashions and lovely fabric. WS pp 300 MILL ion 


THIS 1S HOW PEOPLE 
SHOP FOR Slag ae 


Tanks in female and male-bodied siz- 
es. Small, medium, large, extra large 
gray, purple, or black fabric 

all with mustard yellow ink 

$15 and we mail it to your door 


hoodies in red or black 

with white ink in medium&large, 
with more sizes and colors coming 
soon, for $20. 
philadelphiaadmirer@gmail.com 


P, AVLISIo 
| have no idea what to put in this spot. It’s been staring at me for over an hour. My scan- 
ner is broke so | can’t draw a comic. Lyra already left so we can’t do a spell or charm or 
something. Leon isn’t back yet, | hafta get him tomorrow at Penn Treaty Park at the habit 
cairn at sunset. It’s just me, small and naked and sitting on a towel, without an imaginary 
friend for the first time in years. It’s Tuesday night. Tuesday night! | haven't even finished 
writing the paper yet and it’s after the time I’m usually done delivering. It’s raining out 
and | can hear cars hissing by on Lehigh. I’m listening to chill music and drinking a beer. 
It's 10:54. Lyra left in a cloud of sage smoke. She just walked away. stood in the door and 
watched her. 10 steps to the curb, 27 to cross the street, 154 under the bridge. She turned 
in the misty rain, her cloak swirling, her short hair glistening, and waved the wooden 
sword | gave her once over her head, then a bus passed between us and she was gone. | 
smoked 4 cigarettes, ate half a baguette and a slice of pizza, a tomato, and drank 3 beers. 
It still smells like sage. Her ponytail is in the corner, tied with an elastic, 1,000 colors in the 


flickering neon light. It still smells like sage. 4 
42&Chestnut Overheard in Phila 


Dude 1 watches dude 2 flex his arm muscles. 
dude 1- Don't flex your muscles too much, 

they may disperse from your body. 
Dude 2 continues flexing. 


Darling's Diner @ 2&Germantown 

Couple on OK date. 

guy- You must get so many messages on OK 
Cupid. | mean, you have the highest 
percentage of anyone | saw. 

gal- Oh, well. | mean, you know that's relative, 
right? It's our matching percentage. 

guy- Yeah, | know, It's just gotta be rough 
having a low percentage. It's like 
they're setting you up fail. 

gal- ...Yeah. That's totally not fair. It's a skewed 
system. 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 
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Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


Clark Park 
guy- Our first show is this week, you should 
totally come out. 
gal- Cool, yeah! What do you sound like? 
guy- Hipster folk bullshit. It's not my music; | 
kinda hate it. Actually don't come. 
text: 603 203 4766 
email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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. Hobbits have thick, hairy ones 
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To let written words talk to you 

Reincarnates to a prune 

Calm down 

Stationary part of a spinning wheel 

Introduction to a concession 

Nod to a reference 

1 of the 4 3-point tiles in Scrabble 

Bad news, in relation to good news 

Frisbee golf headgear 

Trap 

Welcomed visitor 

Abbreviation for involuntary nerves 

Official, ceremonial gown 

A small, leaf-bearing cutting 

Ciphers 

Kung fu Keanu 

Loyal 

New human 

(Usually) unintentional tattoo 

Cereal grain 

Booty short couture 

Cubic meter 

Qualified 

Pro 

Pans that are this don't stick 

1/3 of the famous Belleville singers 

Relating to the mood of a sound 
or color 

Shorts with lunch box pockets 

Douche bag red flag odor 

Classy style 

This + puppet = Muppet 

The softest mud 

Operatic solos 

Small slender gull 


Prepared 


. Historical periods 


- In which continent is Morocco? 
2- Which tool requires’a gnomon and never works at night? 


3- In which state. is Glacier national,park? 


1. The final frontier 

2. Bygone 

3. Car farts 

4. My French pal 

5. At the top of America’s respect pyramid 

6. A wrong way to write they are 

7. Fitted caps 

8. Supposedly 

9. Like a foxx 

10. A social disease that 100% of us have 
in some form 

11. Being 

12. Countertenor 

13. A hind 

18. Appalachian accent 

22. Folks that politicians enjoy making 
and then ignoring 

24. Hand tooth 

26. Spent 

28. What Coule took in payment from 
Arie 

29. If you're this, you'll smell the fart | just 
made 

30. Forcibly took from 

31. Blackthorn 

32. The unfolding of a sustained sound 

33. What “reasonable” people use to quell 
dissent 

34. Folks you pay to watch your kids 

37.6 squares holding hands 

38. Smallest unit of walking 

40. Followed Jack, to her sorrow 

41.The heal representative of a long 
ine 


43. Attack defense turrets in Clash of Clans 


44. Fleet of ships 

46. Chinese mafia 

47. An unspecified time in the future 
48. Non-speaking role 

49. 99% of Tumblr 

50. Trial 

51. Hodgepodge 

53. 59 across without the snake 

56. To bestow 38 across 

57. Summer in Paris 


4- Name the Benedictine monk that perfected: champagne. 
5- What is the common term for a capis lupis familiaris? 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


LAST 


FILMADELPHIA 
AT THE ROXY 


A LOCAL FILM SERIES 


EVERY MONTH 
PFS ROXY THEATER 


SUBMIT TODAY FOR FREE 
FILMADELPHIA.ORG 


Bummed about cigarette prices? 
a- Go outside of Philadelphia. Prices are the 


same elsewhere. 


b- Roll your own. Loose tobacco is still the 


same price. 


c- Quit smoking 
d- Get rich. 


Meanwhile, in the Matrix... 


all back issues 
philadelphia-secret-admirer.tumblr.com 


breaking news 
facebook.com/ThePhiladelphiaSecretAdmirer 


narcissistic musings 
ello.co/secretadmirer 


WEEICS 


Put it in your wallet. 


You may rip this coupon in half to ex- 
perience an echo of that moment at a 


later time. 


You can only do this once, so use it 


wisely. Endless afternoon. 


‘< Take this coupon and fold it up when 
you're having a really nice moment. 


Follow us in the fake world so we can impress 
advertisers and make money. We're giving 
away prizes like sweatshirts and things. 
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